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Isaiah 46:1 - 47:15

Bel was another name for the Babylonian god, Marduk. Their other primary deity was Nebo, the supposed son of Marduk. These gods were formed by man’s hands and carried on men’s backs. They were a burden to the people and useless. On the other hand, the Israelite God carried His people and provided for them. Far from a burden, He was the one who protected them and loved them. The “rebels” in verse 8 are not the people of Jerusalem, but the unbelievers of Babylon. In verse 11, Cyrus is thought to be the “bird of prey” from the east that will bring Babylon’s downfall. Verses 12 and 13 send the message to Babylon that it cannot stave off the purpose of God. 

Chapter 47 continues the pronouncement against Babylon. Verses 9 and 12-15 refer to the well-known practice of sorcery and astrology that was favored in the nation. (Ezekiel 21:21 is an example of some of the occult Babylonian practices.) 

God’s lack of regard for idols, astrologers, and sorcerers is clear in these chapters. None has any power to save or to inform. The Babylonians were seeking truth from lies. They depended on their own imaginings and self-praising power instead of recognizing the only living God.

